

To Whom It May Concern						November 3, 2023

When I came to pastor First Christian Church of Jonesboro, I counted it an honor, as I do to this day.  I have been in ministry for many years, and the people here have been one of the most loving, caring fellowships I have experienced.  There is a growing hunger for the Scriptures, and people desire to love God with all their hearts as well as to love their neighbors as themselves.  I would quickly say that as yet we have not arrived where He is leading us.
 
I am very aware that our denomination has a desire to love everyone no matter his or her race, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, nationality, ethnicity, marital status, physical or mental ability, political stance, or theological perspective.
  
The Church, in my opinion, has been the most essential, useful, and Christ-centered entity on the planet for over two-thousand years.  The meaning of the word “Church,” as you know, is “called out ones.”  In so many places I cannot remember them all, Scripture calls us over and over to be holy.  (2 Corinthians 6:11-7:1; Titus 2:11-14; Romans 6:1-2, 10-14, 18-19 are examples.)

God does not put us under law again but gives grace and unconditional love.  That same grace and love empower us to be free from sin’s being master over us.  Can a person be born again and not wrestle with sin so as to walk according to the Spirit and not the flesh?  God forbid, (Colossians 3:1-17; Galatians 5:16-26).

We have read the resolutions passed by the 2023 General Assembly, and there is much to be said about several of them.  I do not see Scripture supporting most of the thoughts in the resolutions.  I was told on several occasions that because we are in the Disciples of Christ, we – as well as each church, I suppose - get to believe whatever we want individually.  One of the problems I see in this theory is that the denomination has spoken for all of us.  We here at First Christian are identified with these beliefs.  To say “No Creed but Christ” is not accurate in this one case alone.  These resolutions encourage the churches to become activists.
  
To say that loving someone is tolerance, affirming, or even celebrating something that is an offence against God, is not loving that person and certainly not loving God.  We all know that you can love someone with all your soul and deeply disagree with the choices that person has made, (1 Corinthians 13:6).  All of us who have raised children have practiced this one way or another.  If you are convinced that homosexuality, transgender, and non-binary lifestyles are not a form of rebellion against God’s plan for the family, then perhaps there is a very low view of Scripture.
  
Paul was rather irritated with the Corinthian Church when they tolerated a man having sex with his father’s wife.  They not only tolerated, but even celebrated this sexual immorality, (1 Corinthians 5: 1-13).  Paul obviously got his staunch views from Leviticus 18.  In that passage incest, bestiality, and homosexuality are denounced.  Are these suddenly accepted, or are all of them still not God’s plan for the family?

Of course, I get the arguments that assert, “Well, that is in the Old Testament.”  The consequences are not the same, but if you read the passage, (1 Corinthians 5: 1-13), Paul is very clear that if that person does not stop, he is to be put out of the fellowship until he repents.  We find the answer to a repentant man in 2 Corinthians.
  
There are many passages that seek to correct any kind of sexuality outside of marriage.   Romans 1 is so clear that I understood it when I was 15 years old, before anyone had a chance to teach me.  The Holy Spirit teaches that because of disobedience, God gives people over to practice their own unnatural passions.  1 Corinthians 6 teaches that there are many who continue to practice these kinds of sins, and they will not inherit the kingdom of God.
  
Jesus made it clear that marriage is between a man and a woman and gives no other option, (Matthew 19:3-6).  There are those who say he never said anything about homosexuality, but that is not true.  He talked about immorality, (pornea), from which we get “pornography,” meaning all kinds of sexuality outside of marriage, (Matthew 15:14-20).  When Jesus spoke to the woman caught in adultery, he told her he did not condemn her, but told her to “go and sin no more.”
  
Now, concerning transgender and non-binary, are they not rebellions against how God created them?  He made them male and female.  Do you really help them by encouraging changing something that God has made?  I know that people wrestle with emotional and sometimes mental issues, but if I decide I am to be identified as 13, and I am 62, is that something that we should encourage?  You and I know that there is no end to this madness.  What about those adults who claim that they are attracted to minors?  How about incest?  There is no end.  I agree that we must love all of them.  I am convinced that the Holy Spirit can help us love everyone and not encourage or celebrate these things that support saying no to God.

To me Resolution GA-2352 only gets worse.  The very thought of encouraging children who want to transition into another gender, not telling their parents?  Did God not purposefully give these children to the parents?  Did God make another mistake?  I would be very fearful if I had voted for this resolution because Jesus is very serious about causing one of his little ones to stumble.  It would be better if a millstone were hung around one’s neck and if he were cast into the sea, (Mark 9:42).

Now, am I going to say that I love people more than you?  I have no idea.  I know that I rejoice in the truth, (1 Corinthians 13:6).  One of the ways that the Holy Spirit comforts us is by telling us the truth.  Is anyone a worse sinner than I?  Most likely not.  Do I want to continue in a known sin? Almost never.  It brings conviction, even misery, to me because the Holy Spirit is living in me.  Do I want to take communion and willfully walk in a sin that put him on the cross?  No.

Can I love someone with all my heart and not affirm his or her lifestyle? Yes.  Can Jesus change the heart of anyone and therefore his or her lifestyle?  Yes.
  
The church is different.  It means “called out ones.”  Jesus wants us to be different.  He is building His church.  He is the Shepherd, and we are to hear His voice and not another.
  
A final thought.  I have watched the numbers in our denomination dwindle.  You may correct me if I am wrong.  From the 1990’s we have gone from over 1,000,000 to 277,000 in 2022.  I am no expert, but I will say that if our paradigm shift would go from man-centered to Scripture-centered and Jesus-centered, we could turn it around in a decade.

Yours truly,


Don Martin, Pastor
First Christian Church
